
DAKE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL  
BOARD OF EDUCATION  

STUDY SESSION 
MAY 2, 2013 

 

Welcome to the West Irondequoit  
Board of Education 

Study Session Focus: 
To what extent has our continued use of complex 

text, the application of text interrogation strategies, 
and our focus on argumentation led to research 

based best practices across content areas? 
 
 



AGENDA 

 7:00-7:05 Welcome and Introduction 
 7:05-7:30 Classroom Visits 
 7:30-7:45 Reception and Refreshments 
 7:45-8:20 Principal’s Presentation 
 8:20-8:30 Questions from the Board of 

Education and Closure 



ESSENTIAL QUESTION 

To what extent has our continued use 
of complex text, the application of text 
interrogation strategies, and our focus 
on argumentation led to research 
based best practices across content 
areas? 



OBJECTIVES AND FOCUS AREAS  
 Develop and deepen our understanding and the 

application of argumentation and its alignment to 
the CCLS. 

 Determine the extent to which argumentation plays 
a role in our planning, instruction and assessment 
of student understanding. 

 Analyze the impact of text annotation while students 
engage in reading informational text and evaluate 
the extent to which it encourages close reading and 
the development of an argument. 
 



GUIDING QUESTIONS 

 What strategies can empower students to 
engage independently and actively with 
rigorous texts with a focus on high levels of 
comprehension? 

 How can we ignite independent student 
engagement to think critically while reading 
complex text? 

 To what extent will combining critical reading 
and writing skills (argumentation), lead to 
greater levels of student independence and 
higher levels of thinking? 
 
 



CLASSROOM VISITS 

 Please refer to the schedule and groups 
for an overview of our classroom visits 

 

Group Teacher/Subject/Grade 
Level 

Room 
Number 

Time Frame 

  
Mrs. 

Cunningham 
Dr. Lipke 

 Mrs. Schultz 
Mr. Brennan 

  

  
 

Melissa Pollet-
Swidorski 

ELA 
  

  
 
 

337  

  
  
 

7:07-7:17 

  
Dr. Terranova 

Mr. Seeley 
 Mr. Vay 

Mrs. Crowder 
  

 
 
     Stephanie Shattuck 

ELA 

 
 
 

306 

  
  
  

7:07-7:17 

  
Mr. Perreaud  

Mrs. Burns 
Mrs. Kelly  

Dr. McGinley 
  

 
 

Nicole Sinclair 
                 ELA 
              

 
 

344 

  
  

7:07-7:17 

Group Teacher/Subject/Grade 
Level 

Room 
Number 

Time Frame 

  
Mrs. 

Cunningham 
Dr. Lipke 

Mrs. Schultz 
Mr. Brennan 

  

  
 
 

Erin O’Toole 
Science  

 
 
 

355 

 
 
 

 7:20-7:30 

  
Dr. Terranova 

Mr. Seeley 
 Mr. Vay 

Mrs. Crowder 
  

 
 

Gerard Porter 
Social Studies 

 
 
 
       307 

  
  

7:20-7:30 

  
Mr. Perreaud  

Mrs. Burns 
Mrs. Kelly  

Dr. McGinley 
  

 
 

Amanda Cappelli 
Math 

 
 
    
         341     

  
  

7:20-7:30 



ESSENTIAL QUESTION AND FOCUS  

 To what extent has our continued use of 
complex text, the application of text 
interrogation strategies, and our focus 
on argumentation led to research based 
best practices across content areas? 
 



DISTRICT 
ALIGNMENT- 
BOE FOCUS 

AREAS 

2012-2013 DAKE STRATEGIES 
• Strong emphasis on promoting effective instructional practices that involve backward design lesson planning, implementation of the district Comprehension 

Outcomes, weaving critical thinking skills throughout all lessons, and an emphasis on writing.  This work will combine with the implementation of the Common 
Core Learning Standards (CCLS) and the use of complex text and argumentative writing and thinking across content areas. 

• Continue to develop formative and summative assessments that are aligned with common core standards, state standards, and district outcomes. 
• Continue to strengthen the alignment all learning arenas (faculty meetings, department meetings, PPS, team meetings, cabinet meetings, teacher goals and 

supervision) towards learning and achievement. 
• Focus planning and instruction to have teachers connect the Comprehension Outcomes and Ad Hoc curriculum development to course outcomes in order to 

emphasize critical thinking in all lessons. 
• Continue the development of essential questions that focus instruction and student learning experiences in student-centered activities that foster critical thinking 

and transfer opportunities. 
• Continue the development of student writing skills (with an emphasis on argumentation) while developing a controlling idea and supporting the controlling idea 

with evidence, explanation, elaboration, and interpretation.  
• Continue to share, reflect, and analyze writing across content areas to determine commonalities regarding structure, content, and expectations. 
• Assess students at regular intervals and use analysis of these assessments to monitor student achievement and to inform instruction. 
• Provide opportunities for students to access information (reading, listening, observing) in an engaging way. 
• Develop an atmosphere in class where students are engaged in discourse, actively communicating their understanding of the content and building on this 

knowledge to extend their understanding of this knowledge. 
• Provide opportunities for students to communicate their understanding through writing, using text based evidence to support a stance, construct an argument and 

reflect the use of a counter argument. 
• Support a rigorous monitoring of students not meeting academic standards.  Put interventions and plans in place for these students focused on instructional 

strategies through the teacher and the team.  
• Continue to apply the use of appropriate interventions for students within the categories of accessing information, extending understanding, communicating 

information, executive functioning, and social-emotional needs “intervention model.” 
• Continue to monitor the effectiveness of the above interventions through systematic processes that allow professionals to determine if they are working or they 

need adjustment, while finding ways to make our process more sophisticated. 
• Continue to target learning as well as social/emotional weaknesses and strengths in our students with special needs. These in turn help to create instructional 

goals for the students that are rigorously monitored and adjusted throughout the school year. 
• Through a heightened awareness of the essential to know content and skills, continue to differentiate instruction to target essential understandings for students 

with special needs, as well as finding opportunities to extend learning experiences for all students.  
• Support services will continue to be clearly defined and monitored with an emphasis on threading instructional strategies back to the classroom and releasing the 

student from these supports at the appropriate time. 
• Craft unit plans which provide students opportunities to engage with rigorous texts through the Dynamic Processes within the readers’/writers’ workshop 

structure. 
• Provide opportunities for students to immerse themselves in problem-based studies or investigations, which stress varied critical thinking skills (problem 

solving, predictions, evaluation, informed decision making, and comparison) and constructing meaning. 
• Focus portions of team meeting time on the sharing of instructional strategies, best practices in the classroom and analyzing student work to better inform 

instruction, with an emphasis on transfer opportunities both within and beyond individual curricular areas.  
• Continue cross-content dialogues to focus on common higher level thinking skills/concepts vital to student’s success.  Include the continued development of a 

learning community through teachers observing teachers to share best practices.  Also, we will use team meetings focused on instructional planning and sharing 
a best practices and a regularly scheduled basis. 

• Examine student work as a measure of their understanding in the content area and to strengthen their inquiry skills. 
• Supervision of teachers focused in a positive and collegial way on effective instructional practices and improved student academic performance. 
• Continue to monitor the effectiveness of the 42/65 minute model of instruction for Math and ELA to assess the perceived impact this model has on academic 

achievement as well as the comprehensive education that is an critical part of the culture of Dake. 
• Continue to enhance the integration of aspects of the FACS curriculum with Counseling and Health to assess the impact of this model on learning experiences 

that require relevant, critical thinking opportunities for students (examples—decision making skills related to harassment, development of student self-
awareness through the use of the Naviance program) Continue to implement new lessons that support the use of Naviance and students understanding 
themselves as learners. 

 
 
 

• Continue to develop the repertoire of skills in faculty and staff to support our neediest students, not only academically, but behaviorally and emotionally as well.  
• Continue to implement ways to promote the concepts taught on PEACE Throughout the Year so these concepts are practiced throughout the year. 
• Increase parent involvement with student learning by increasing the number of opportunities to facilitate parent communication as well as having parents a part 

of daily activities. 
• Continue to implement a Service Learning Program that enhances the learning of the majority of students in terms of supporting community members who may 

be needier or less fortunate than them. Use the Service Learning Program on a more consistent basis to teach these critical skills, while also positively impacting 
the overall climate and culture of our building.  

• Continue to focus the role of the Culture and Climate Sub-committee to not only work on cultural projects that assist others in the community, but to encourage 
faculty, staff, and students to provide the Climate & Culture Committee with ideas and concerns utilizing it more as a problem-solving body. 

• Continue to implement the Natural Helpers program as a vehicle for developing student leaders within the school community. 
• Continue the Peer Mediation program emphasizing positive ways to solve student-student conflict. 
• Continue the use of the Class Acts program for students and in-service 7th graders as to the nature of the program and its purposes. 
• Continue to implement the Principal’s Advisory Committee, made up of students that collaborate with the Principal, in order to dialogue about positive aspects 

of Dake as well as areas in need of improvement.  
• Celebrate successes of both student and staff through morning announcements, “Good News cards” and recognition at various meetings. 
• Continue to ensure that the process around discipline of student is clearly understood by staff and students. 

 



2012-2013 DAKE STRATEGIES 
• Strong emphasis on promoting effective instructional practices that involve backward design lesson planning, implementation of the district Comprehension 

Outcomes, weaving critical thinking skills throughout all lessons, and an emphasis on writing.  This work will combine with the implementation of the Common 
Core Learning Standards (CCLS) and the use of complex text and argumentative writing and thinking across content areas. 

• Continue to develop formative and summative assessments that are aligned with common core standards, state standards, and district outcomes. 
• Continue to strengthen the alignment all learning arenas (faculty meetings, department meetings, PPS, team meetings, cabinet meetings, teacher goals and 

supervision) towards learning and achievement. 
• Focus planning and instruction to have teachers connect the Comprehension Outcomes and Ad Hoc curriculum development to course outcomes in order to 

emphasize critical thinking in all lessons. 
• Continue the development of essential questions that focus instruction and student learning experiences in student-centered activities that foster critical thinking 

and transfer opportunities. 
• Continue the development of student writing skills (with an emphasis on argumentation) while developing a controlling idea and supporting the controlling idea 

with evidence, explanation, elaboration, and interpretation.  
• Continue to share, reflect, and analyze writing across content areas to determine commonalities regarding structure, content, and expectations. 
• Assess students at regular intervals and use analysis of these assessments to monitor student achievement and to inform instruction. 
• Provide opportunities for students to access information (reading, listening, observing) in an engaging way. 
• Develop an atmosphere in class where students are engaged in discourse, actively communicating their understanding of the content and building on this 

knowledge to extend their understanding of this knowledge. 
• Provide opportunities for students to communicate their understanding through writing, using text based evidence to support a stance, construct an argument and 

reflect the use of a counter argument. 
• Support a rigorous monitoring of students not meeting academic standards.  Put interventions and plans in place for these students focused on instructional 

strategies through the teacher and the team.  
• Continue to apply the use of appropriate interventions for students within the categories of accessing information, extending understanding, communicating 

information, executive functioning, and social-emotional needs “intervention model.” 
• Continue to monitor the effectiveness of the above interventions through systematic processes that allow professionals to determine if they are working or they 

need adjustment, while finding ways to make our process more sophisticated. 
• Continue to target learning as well as social/emotional weaknesses and strengths in our students with special needs. These in turn help to create instructional 

goals for the students that are rigorously monitored and adjusted throughout the school year. 
• Through a heightened awareness of the essential to know content and skills, continue to differentiate instruction to target essential understandings for students 

with special needs, as well as finding opportunities to extend learning experiences for all students.  
• Support services will continue to be clearly defined and monitored with an emphasis on threading instructional strategies back to the classroom and releasing the 

student from these supports at the appropriate time. 
• Craft unit plans which provide students opportunities to engage with rigorous texts through the Dynamic Processes within the readers’/writers’ workshop 

structure. 
• Provide opportunities for students to immerse themselves in problem-based studies or investigations, which stress varied critical thinking skills (problem 

solving, predictions, evaluation, informed decision making, and comparison) and constructing meaning. 
• Focus portions of team meeting time on the sharing of instructional strategies, best practices in the classroom and analyzing student work to better inform 

instruction, with an emphasis on transfer opportunities both within and beyond individual curricular areas.  
• Continue cross-content dialogues to focus on common higher level thinking skills/concepts vital to student’s success.  Include the continued development of a 

learning community through teachers observing teachers to share best practices.  Also, we will use team meetings focused on instructional planning and sharing 
a best practices and a regularly scheduled basis. 

• Examine student work as a measure of their understanding in the content area and to strengthen their inquiry skills. 
• Supervision of teachers focused in a positive and collegial way on effective instructional practices and improved student academic performance. 
• Continue to monitor the effectiveness of the 42/65 minute model of instruction for Math and ELA to assess the perceived impact this model has on academic 

achievement as well as the comprehensive education that is an critical part of the culture of Dake. 
• Continue to enhance the integration of aspects of the FACS curriculum with Counseling and Health to assess the impact of this model on learning experiences 

that require relevant, critical thinking opportunities for students (examples—decision making skills related to harassment, development of student self-
awareness through the use of the Naviance program) Continue to implement new lessons that support the use of Naviance and students understanding 
themselves as learners. 

 



 



 

 Building Wide Goals/Focus Areas 2012-2013 
 
 

 Measure, reflect and improve upon a positive, safe 
and respectful learning environment that fosters 
academic achievement, social development, school 
pride, and a sense of belonging for all members of 
the Dake community. 

 
 Maintain or increase the passing rate in core 

classes to 98% or more. Increase the passing rate 
in all courses to 97% or more. Improve the mastery 
rate in core and all courses to 75%.  
 

 Increase literacy as evidenced by students 
accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing a variety of 
complex texts across curriculum and by students 
being able to communicate learning clearly through 
multiple forms of expression (argumentative, 
expository and narrative writing, media literacy, 
discourse, etc.) 
 

 Continue to implement current research, 
technology, and collaboration to inform best 
practices and to enhance learning experiences for 
all students. 
 

 Continue to enhance communication amongst 
school, home, and staff utilizing technology. 



 
 

Professional 
Development 



SCHOOL BASED PLANNING TEAM 
BUILDING ALIGNMENT 



SCHOOL BASED PLANNING TEAM- BUILDING 
ALIGNMENT 



CURRENT RESEARCH 
 

 The Art of Slow 
Reading-  

      By Thomas Newkirk 
 
 

 
 Notice and Note: 

Strategies for Close 
Reading- 

     By Kylene Beers and 
Robert Probst 

 
 
 

 
 

Sample Text Based Questions 

- Re-read the second 
paragraph of the article.  
Which of the following 
best describes the main 
idea of the text? 

Lines 35-40 represent a 
shift in the development 
of the theme of the story.  
Which of the following 
best identifies this shift? 



CURRENT RESEARCH 
 

 
 Teaching Argument 

Writing  
by George Hillocks, Jr. 
 
 
 
 Several 

Professional 
Articles from 
National Council of 
Teachers of English 
 

What type of energy 
resources should America 
utilize as part of our future 
energy plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To what extent was the New 
Deal beneficial for all 
Americans? 
 
 
 
 

Sample Text Based Questions/Prompts 



CURRENT RESEARCH 
 

CODING THE TEXT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Read to Understand: 
 

  = I knew that. 
 

X = I didn’t expect that! 
 

 = This is important. 
 

? = I have a question. 
?A = question answered. 

 
?? = I am confused or puzzled. 

 
! = This reminds me of 

something! 
 

L = learned something new 
 

 

 



CURRENT RESEARCH 



DEPARTMENT OVERVIEWS AND EVIDENCE 

 To what extent has our continued use of 
complex text, the application of text 
interrogation strategies, and our focus 
on argumentation led to research based 
best practices across content areas? 
 



OPPORTUNITY FOR APPLICATION 

 Read the selection of text. 
 As you read the poem, review the selection of 

strategies from Notice and Note and use one of 
them to reflect your thinking. 

 After reading, answer the questions to help 
summarize your findings. 



POEM-  “THE MORNING FLOWER” 

1The rising sun shines upon the left-over dew 
on the petals of the morning flower. 
Its fragrant scent crawls through my nostrils and my 
senses smile at my waking hour. 
5Your petals so vibrant-colors of red, yellow, and 
blue, a flower so beautiful, I’d pick it for you. 
For if you pick such a beauty, the flower would die, 
and the flower would be seen by no other eye. 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

 Re-read lines 3-4 of the poem. Which portion  
of the text best generates an image as you read 
and discuss the effect that it has on the 
reader? 
 

 Re-read lines 7-8 of the text. What would you 
identify as the theme of this poem? 



POEM-  “THE MORNING FLOWER” 

1The rising sun shines upon the left-over dew 
on the petals of the morning flower. 
Its fragrant scent crawls through my nostrils and my 
senses smile at my waking hour. 
5Your petals so vibrant-colors of red, yellow, and blue, a 
flower so beautiful, I’d pick it for you. 
For if you pick such a beauty, the flower would die, and 
the flower would be seen by no other eye. 
 
 

 

Text authored by 7th grade student in Nicole Sinclair’s class 



NEXT STEPS 

 Continue to use our teaming model, high levels of interdisciplinary 
collaboration and sharing of best practices to further our work. 

 Continue to use current research to further enhance the 
application of our work across content areas. 

 Effectively utilize and implement the ELA Ad Hoc Guiding 
Principles and Outcomes across content areas. 

 Continue curriculum refinement to reflect the role and importance 
of the CCLS, while embedding connections to district outcomes 
and enduring understandings.  

 Continue to align to planning, instruction, assessment to the 
Common Core Learning Standards. 

 Continue to use assessment data to drive instruction and 
differentiation in the classroom to meet student needs.  In 
addition, examine student performance to further target 
instruction to meet the changes outlined in the CCLS. 
 



QUESTIONS AND REFLECTION 

Are there any questions from Mr. Crane 
or members of the Board of Education? 
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